
 
 

1st Annual Head & Neck Surgical Oncology Winter Summit 
March 22-23, 2024 

Westgate Park City Resort – Park City, Utah 
 
 
 

Friday, March 22, 2024 
 

7 a.m. Registration, Exhibits & Breakfast 
Bison Rooms 3 - 5 

7:15 a.m. Welcome & Course Objectives (Bison Rooms 1-2) 
Jeffrey Houlton, M.D. & Terry Day, M.D. 

7:25 a.m. Oropharyngeal Cancer Surgery:  Lessons Learned  
William Ryan, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Recognize the ideal surgical candidates for Transoral Robotic Surgery 
• Describe common pitfalls when performing transoral robotic surgery 

7:40 a.m. Panel Discussion:  Oropharyngeal Cancer: To TORS or Not to TORS That is the Question 
Moderator: Richard Cannon, M.D. 
Panelists:  Arjun Joshi, M.D., Hilary McCrary, M.D., & Marianne Abouyared, M.D.  
Objectives: 
• Outline who are good candidates for TORS surgery 
• Describe common contraindications to TORS surgery 
• Explain common complications of TORS surgery managed 

8:05 a.m.  Intratumoral Immunotherapy for Advanced Cutaneous Malignancies 
Mirabelle Saijsevi, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Describe the mechanism of action and indications of various intratumoral immunotherapy agents 
• Outline the role of the head and neck surgeon in intra-lesion injectable therapies in managing advanced 

head and neck cutaneous malignancies 

8:20 a.m. Ultrasound Prior to Extracapsular Dissection for Parotid Tumors 
Arjun Joshi, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Describe how to use ultrasound to determine which benign parotid tumors are suitable for extracapsular 

dissection  
• Illustrate how to perform an extracapsular dissection for benign parotid gland tumors  

8:35 a.m. Panel Discussion: Challenging Cases: Salivary Surgery and Sialendoscopy 
Moderator: William Ryan, M.D. 
Panelists: Charley Coffey, M.D. & Jeffrey Houlton, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Implement the most up to date strategies in the management of benign and malignant salivary tumors 
• Recognize the role of sialoendoscopy in the management of salivary conditions  

 
9 a.m. 

 
Adjourn Morning Session 
 

 
2:30 p.m. 

 
Afternoon Session:  Exhibits & Refreshments 
Bison Rooms 3-5 
 

2:55 p.m. Afternoon Announcements (Bison Rooms 1-2) 
Jeffrey Houlton, M.D. & Terry Day, M.D 
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3 p.m. Panel Discussion: Challenging Cases: Advanced Skin Cancer 
Moderator: Madeleine Strohl, M.D. 
Panelists: TBD, & Pryia Sivarajah, M.D.  
Objectives: 
• List indications for neoadjuvant therapy in advanced skin cancer 
• Illustrate approaches to management of the parotid and neck in advanced skin cancer 
• Describe ethical issues in neglected and advanced skin cancer patients  

3:30 p.m. Troubleshooting Adversity: A Difficult Fibula Harvest 
Joshua Hornig, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Exhibit the ideal harvest techniques when performing fibula reconstruction 
• Discuss strategies for managing abnormal fibular anatomy during fibula harvest 

3:45 p.m. Head & Neck Reconstruction: Simple to Complex (Including the Use of Biologic & Non-Biologic 
Grafts) 
Peter Horwich, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Discuss the role and rationale for local and regional flaps in head and neck reconstruction 
• Outline the pertinent patient and surgery specific details that can lead to a simple or complex 

reconstruction 

 
4 p.m. 

 
Coffee Break & Exhibits (not for CME credit) 
Bison Rooms 3-5 
 

4:10 p.m. Panel Discussion: Worst Microvascular Reconstruction of the Year: What Might Be Done Better Next 
Time? 
Moderator: John Pang, M.D. 
Panelists: Jeffrey Houlton, M.D. & Rusha Patel, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Outline options for pre-operative planning to optimize challenging cases 
• Review intra-operative decision making when unforeseen scenarios/anatomic variants arise 
• Describe different post-operative pharmacologic and surgical options for managing complications 

4:40 p.m. Jaw-in-a-Day Virtual Surgical Planning: How to Get Started? 
Hilary McCrary, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Describe indications and contraindications for performing jaw in a day surgery 
• Demonstrate techniques for intraoperative placement dental implants and dental prostheses 
• Outline postoperative timeline and management of patients after jaw in a day surgery 

4:55 p.m. Latest Tools Managing Acute Nerve Sacrifice 
Azeem Kaka, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Describe the benefit of CAR technology in acute FN repair 
• Outline the benefit of immediate V->VII transfer in acute FN sacrifice 
• Outline the optimal way to manage acute FN sacrifice 

5:10 p.m. Panel Discussion: Challenging Cases: Soft Tissue Reconstruction (Including Free & Regional 
Reconstruction) 
Moderator: Jonathan Giurintano, M.D. 
Panelists: Sarah Rohde, M.D., Alana Aylward, M.D., & Pryia Sivarajah, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Compare and contrast reconstructive options for extended laryngectomy defects 
• Describe tips and tricks regarding soft tissue inset for complex circumferential pharyngectomy defects 

 
6 p.m. 

 
Adjourn 
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Saturday, March 23, 2024 
 

7 a.m. Registration, Exhibits & Breakfast 
Bison Rooms 3-5 

7:15 a.m. Welcome (Bison Rooms 1-2) 
Jeffrey Houlton, M.D. & Terry Day, M.D. 

7:20 a.m. When Do I Consider Neoadjuvant Systemic Therapy (Non-Skin)? 
J. Kenneth Byrd, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Present the current recommendations for neoadjuvant systemic therapy in head and neck cancers 
• Recognize clinical scenarios in which neoadjuvant systemic therapies may be useful 
• Outline the potential risks of neoadjuvant systemic therapy 

7:35 a.m. Lessons Learned from Running a Head and Neck Paraganglioma Clinic 
Luke Buchmann, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Order genetic testing for all patients with paragangliomas 
• Describe the role of a head and neck surgeon in managing patients at risk of developing paragangliomas 
• Facilitate a multidisciplinary approach for patients with paragangliomas/ pheochromocytomas 

7:50 a.m. Panel Discussion: Largest Cancers of the Year: How Did You Treat it? 
Moderator: Elizabeth Nicolli, M.D. 
Panelists: Luke Buchmann, M.D., Paul Tennant, M.D. & Terry Day, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Describe evolving indications for neoadjuvant treatment 
• Debate varying definitions of “unresectable” 
• Outline how reconstructive options may be adjusted in extremely advanced cancers 

8:20 a.m.  Management of Thyroid Cancer: Lessons Learned in My Career 
Russell Smith, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Describe the importance of preoperative imaging in the assessment of a patient with thyroid cancer 
• Understand critical intraoperative decision making during thyroid surgery for thyroid cancer 
• Development a surveillance plan for patients treated with a history or thyroid cancer 

8:35 a.m. The Role of Sentinel Node Biopsy in Oral Cavity Cancer: Is the Juice Worth the Squeeze? 
Charley Coffey, M.D 
Objectives: 
• Describe emerging evidence and current indications for sentinel lymph node biopsy in the management of 

oral cavity SCC 
• Outline technical considerations for the successful application of this approach 
• Identify limitations of SLNB, including appropriate management strategies for node-positive disease 

8:50 a.m. Panel Discussion: Challenging Cases:  Complex Thyroid Cancer 
Moderator: Alana Aylward, M.D. 
Panelists: Pryia Sivarajah, M.D., Jonathan Giurintano, M.D. & Russell Smith, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Describe extent and limits of surgery for advanced thyroid cancer 
• Outline differences in treatment in well versus poorly differentiated disease 
• Discuss potential role of external beam radiation and systemic therapies in advanced thyroid cancer 

 
9:15 a.m. 

 
Adjourn Morning Session 
 

 
2:30 p.m. 

 
Afternoon Session:  Exhibits & Refreshments 
Bison Rooms 3-5 
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2:55 p.m. Afternoon Announcements (Bison Rooms 1-2) 
Jeffrey Houlton, M.D. & Terry Day, M.D 
 

3 p.m. Panel Discussion: Challenging Cases: Oral Cavity Cancer 
Moderator: Patrick Carpenter, M.D. 
Panelists: Andrew Larson, M.D., Elizabeth Nicolli, M.D., & Terry Day, M.D. 
Objectives:  
• Compare and contrast reconstructive options in challenging lip cancer case 
• Outline management options for complications and when to consider revision surgery 

3:30 p.m. The Role of Circulating Tumor DNA in HPV+ Oropharyngeal Cancer 
Marianne Abouyared, M.D. 
Objectives:  
• Introduce how we can use ctDNA in our practice today 
• Discuss potential future uses of ctDNA in surveillance and detection of unknown primary or occult 

recurrences 
• Evaluate potential pitfalls with real patient case example 

3:45 p.m. Mandibular Osteonecrosis: The (not so) Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 
Andrew Larson, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Identify factors predisposing to mandibular necrosis 
• Name non-surgical methods for treatment of early mandibular osteonecrosis 
• Create multidisciplinary strategies for treating early osteoradionecrosis   

 
4 p.m. 

 
Coffee Break & Exhibits (not for CME credit) 
Bison Rooms 3-5 
 

4:10 p.m. Panel Discussion: Monitoring Free Flaps and Other Weird Free Flap Decisions 
Moderator: John Pang, M.D. 
Panelists: Paul Tennant, M.D., & Joshua Hornig, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Illustrate common techniques of post-operative flap monitoring 
• Describe monitoring of buried vs. non-buried flaps 
• Evaluate panelist and audience feedback on helpful anecdotal cases 

4:40 p.m. Training Like an Athlete: Surgeon Longevity and Ergonomics 
Rusha Patel, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Describe the impact surgery has on our physical function 
• Outline the techniques to reduce the physical strain of surgery 

4:55 p.m. Extended Uses of the Osteocutaneous Forearm Free Flap 
Sarah Rohde, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Distinguish anatomical differences in extended OCRFF 
• Outline the advantages of the OCRFF 
• Describe appropriate applications of the OCRF 

5:10 p.m. Panel Discussion: Challenging Cases: Osseous Reconstruction 
Moderator: Azeem Kaka, M.D. 
Panelists: Patrick Carpenter, M.D., & Peter Horwich, M.D. 
Objectives: 
• Recognize when non-flap material can be used in complex osseous reconstruction 
• Describe optimal reconstruction for total maxillectomy defects for benign indication 
• Describe optimal reconstruction for total maxillectomy defects for malignant indication 

5:40 p.m. Course Adjourns 
 

6:10 p.m. Happy Hour (not for CME credit) 
Hyatt Centric Park City Lobby Bar (5 min walk) 
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ESTEEMED FACULTY 

 
COURSE CO-CHAIRS 

 
Charley Coffey, M.D. 
Head & Neck Surgeon 

Associate Professor of Surgery 
UC San Diego Health 
San Diego, California 

 

Terry Day, M.D., FACS 
National Director 

Sarah Cannon Cancer Institute /  
Head & Neck Specialists 

Charleston, South Carolina 

Jeffrey Houlton, M.D. 
Director, Quality & Patient Outcomes 

Sarah Cannon Cancer Institute /  
Head & Neck Specialists  

Charleston, South Carolina 
 

Rusha Patel, M.D. 
Head & Neck Surgeon 

Oklahoma University Health 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

William Ryan, M.D. 
Head & Neck Surgeon 

UCSF Health 
San Francisco, California 

Pryia Sivarajah, M.D. 
Head & Neck Surgical Oncologist & 

Reconstructive Surgeon 
Richmond University Medical Center 

Staten Island, New York 
 
 

Marianne Abouyared, M.D. 
Assistant Professor 

Head & Neck Oncology Surgeon  
University of California Davis 

Davis, California 

Alana Aylward, M.D. 
Head & Neck Oncology Surgeon  
Virginia Mason Franciscan Health 

Seattle, Washington 
 
 

Luke Buchmann, M.D. 
Head & Neck Oncology Surgeon  

University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

J. Kenneth Byrd, M.D. 
Associate Professor  

Dept of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery 
Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University  

August, Georgia 
 

Richard Cannon, M.D. 
Assistant Professor of Otolaryngology 

 Head & Neck Surgery 
University of Utah 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

Patrick Carpenter, M.D. 
Head & Neck Oncology Surgeon  

Carillon Clinic 
Roanoke, Virginia 

Jonathan Giurintano, M.D., FACS 
Head & Neck Oncology Surgeon  

Medstar Georgetown University Hospital 
Washington, D.C. 

 

Joshua Hornig, M.D. 
Head & Neck Surgeon 

Sarah Cannon Cancer Institute /  
Head & Neck Specialists 

Charleston, South Carolina 
 

Peter Horwich, M.D. 
Sarah Cannon Cancer Institute /  

Head & Neck Specialists 
Charleston, South Carolina 

Arjun Joshi, M.D. 
Professor of Surgery 

George Washington University School of Medicine 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Azeem Kaka, M.D. 

Assistant Professor, Department of Otolaryngology 
Emory University School of Medicine 

Atlanta, Georgia 
 

Andrew Larson, M.D. 
Head & Neck Surgeon 

Kaiser Permanente 
Los Angeles, California 

Hillary McCrary, MD, MPH 
Assistant Professor of Otolaryngology 

Head & Neck Surgery 
University of Utah 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

Elizabeth Nicolli, M.D. 
Head & Neck Surgeon 

University of Miami Health System  
Miami, Florida 
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John Pang, M.D. 
Assistant Professor 

Ochsner LSU Health Shreveport 
Shreveport, Louisiana 

 

 
 
 
 

Sarah Rohde, M.D. 
Otolaryngology Surgeon-in-Chief 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Nashville, Tennessee 

 
Mirabelle Saijsevi, M.D. 

Associate Professor 
University of Vermont Medical Center 

Burlington, Vermont 

Russell Smith, M.D. 
Head & Neck Surgeon 

Advent Health 
Altamonte Springs, Florida 

 
Madeleine Strohl, M.D. 

Head and Neck Oncologic and Microvascular 
Reconstructive Surgeon 

University of Louisville Health 
Louisville, Kentucky 

 

Paul Tennant, M.D. 
Head & Neck Surgical Oncology 

Norton Cancer Institute 
Louisville, Kentucky 

 
 
 


